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DEER TICK UPDATE 

It’s been called Loudoun County’s “silent 
epidemic” and “the greatest threat of our time.”  
Lyme disease.  This sometimes debilitating illness 
affects—at a minimum—hundreds of people in 
our community every year.  Here are some things 
you should know: 
 

• Lyme disease is carried by the tiny black-
legged deer tick.  Deer ticks are typically 
found in tall grass and leaf litter.  They 
carry the bacterium that causes Lyme 
disease.  These ticks are most often 
hosted by white-footed mice and deer. 

• Symptoms of Lyme disease include a 
“bull’s eye” rash and joint pain, but 
symptoms often take a long time to 
appear. Some people suffer with Lyme for 
years before they are even diagnosed. 

• According to the county Health 
Department, Loudoun has the highest 
incidence of Lyme disease in Virginia. 

• Most people diagnosed with Lyme disease 
in Loudoun County are bitten by ticks on 
their own properties! 

• Experts are expecting an explosion of 
deer ticks this year due to the mild winter 

and a large acorn crop. 

Know the Facts about Deer 
Ticks and Lyme Disease

CONTROLLING DEER TICKS ON YOUR PROPERTY

• Create a “tick safe zone between your yard 
and wooded or pasture areas by installing a 
barrier of wood chips or gravel. 

• Perform periodic leaf cleanups throughout 
the year. 

• Mow weekly to minimize tall grass. 
• Prune trees and shrubs away from your 

house, lawn furniture, playground 
equipment, etc. 

• Remove excessive mulch. 
• Perimeter treatments.  

 

OTHER WAYS TO KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE 

• Wear long pants and tuck them into your 
socks or boots if you can. 

• Long sleeves help too. 
• Use an insect repellant with DEET. 
• Check yourself and your children for ticks 

EVERY DAY, keeping in mind that deer ticks 
are TINY! 

• If you or your family exhibits any symptoms 
of Lyme disease, see your doctor! 
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PERIMETER TREATMENTS 
The active ingredient in the product used by Blake 

Landscapes in perimeter tick treatments is called 

Bifenthrin.  It is a contact insecticide that eliminates 

ticks, mosquitoes and fleas.  The product carries a 

CAUTION label.  That means it has the lowest level 

of toxicity to non-target species as compared to 

products carrying WARNING or DANGER labels.  Once 

the product is dry, it poses no threat to people or 

pets. 

http://blakelandscapes.net/deer-ticks-and-lyme-disease/ 

 



 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.blakelandscapes.com  
or 

www.blakelandscapes.net  

Established 1951 

Established in 1951, Blake Landscapes brings more than 60 
years of experience to each opportunity. 

 
Mowing 

Mulching 
Horticultural Pruning 
Fertilizer Programs 

Integrated Pest Management 
Drainage & Erosion Control 

Landscape Design & Installation 
 

“Like” us on Facebook at  
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Blake-Landscapes/149064066921 

Deer Tick Control Program:  Blake Landscapes 
can set up a “tick safe zone” on your property.  We also 
offer monthly perimeter treatments, which help control 
mosquitoes and fleas as well.  Our tick control program 
comes with free quarterly inspections designed to make 
sure you’re doing everything you can to protect your 
family from deer ticks and Lyme disease. 
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